










attempts to preserve artifacts from the settlement of the
area. Art exhibitions and workshops featuring local
artists and topics of regional interest are frequent
attractions at the Museum.

East Tennessee State University maintains the
Archives of Appalachia in an effort to preserve the
written words, images and sounds of life in Appalachia.
“The Archives of Appalachia’s goal is to preserve the
special heritage that we have as residents of this unique
area,” said Norma Myers, Director of the Archives. 

The collection includes items from the famous
and the not so famous. Longtime Congressman Jimmy
Quillen’s Congressional office is recreated with the
original furnishings in one area. The letters and 
pictures of a local Vietnam War veteran are maintained
in the Archives as well. Recordings from the legendary
country music family, The Stonemans, is among the
extensive music collection. 

General Shale Products Corporation maintains
the Museum of Ancient Brick at its corporate office 
location on Roan Street. Samples of brick dating to
ancient times, including a brick excavated from the site
of the ancient city of Jericho in the Middle East, are
housed in the facility. 

“The museum was started to preserve the 
history of the brick making craft,” according to Bob
Propes, Director of Promotions and National
Accounts for General Shale, “For most people, the
bricks in our museum are the oldest man-made
objects they will 
ever see.”

The Museum at Mountain Home on the

Veterans Affairs Medical Center campus focuses on the
VA Medical Center. It also highlights the development
of healthcare in our region.

Located in downtown Johnson City is the
Hands On! Regional Museum. Hands On!’s goal is to
create a dynamic, educational, fun environment, which 
stimulates discovery, thought, and understanding.  In
2002, Child magazine ranked Hands On! as the 38th
best children’s museum in the country. Visit Hands On!
Museum where learning and fun go hand in hand.

Go out and explore! Whether you are into
bones, history or bricks, you will find it in 
our community!

The livestock barns are full of cattle, sheep,
and horses. The midway is alive with the sights and
sounds of the carnival rides, sideshows, and games of
chance. The music fans cheer for and sing along with
their favorite music stars. What’s all the excitement?
It’s the Appalachian Fair held every August at the Gray
Fairgrounds. This is just one of many fun and exciting
events taking place in our community that is sure to
keep you entertained and eager for more.  

Freedom Hall Civic Center plays host to a 
variety of events. You will find everything from the
annual Tri-Cities Bridal Fair and the Johnson City
Area Homebuilders Association Home and Garden
show, to the Fourth of July Celebration. Concertgoers 
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Science is fun – and interactive – at the Gray Fossil Site an
Museum.

Events, Festivals, and The Fair

Photo courtesy: ETSU Photo Lab



are regularly treated to a variety of musical styles and 
genres at Freedom Hall. Past performances include
Trace Adkins, Sara Evans, Mercy Me, Audio
Adrenaline, and the Johnson City Symphony
Orchestra. Broadway productions such as Cats and
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat have
entertained Freedom Hall audiences as well.

Downtown Johnson City is the site of First
Friday events from May to October and the annual
Blue Plum Festival in June. Both the festival and the
First Friday events are celebrations of the historical
legacy of downtown. The programs feature live music,
artists and vendors offering their crafts and collectibles
for sale as well as other scheduled activities. 

The annual Umoja/Unity Festival takes place
in August on the grounds of Freedom Hall. The festival
is a celebration of our area’s African American culture.
It additionally helps raise awareness of diversity, other
cultures and traditions in our area. 

Jonesborough hosts the International
Storytelling Festival every October. The event brings
together the world’s best-known and loved storytellers.
The streets of town and the storytelling tents are full of
listeners of all ages.

The annual Jonesborough Days festival is held
each July. The festival received recognition by the
Southeast Tourism Society as one of the top 20 events
in the south. The festival features music, food and fun
with the addition of a parade down Main Street and
Saturday night fireworks.

Scattered throughout the year and around the
county are a multitude of smaller events. If you are
looking for some unique experiences, the Johnson
City/Washington County area is full of events, 
festivals, and the fair!
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The cave at Tipton Haynes is where tradition says that Daniel Boone camped while traveling through the area.
Photo courtesy:Tipton Haynes
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Rocky Mount is the oldest original territorial
capitol still standing in the U.S. Built circa 1770, the
two-story log house was originally constructed to reflect
the distinguished family that lived within, complete
with glass windows, pine mantels and a large fireplace. It
was also a choice worthy of Territorial Governor
William Blount, who, in 1790, selected Rocky Mount as
his headquarters, converting it into the first capitol of
the Southwest Territory.

The house, belonging to William Cobb, had
always accommodated “over-mountain men” weary from
traveling such as pioneers Daniel Boone and John
Sevier, who knew it to be a place of warmth and 
gladness. Even Andrew Jackson stayed there while he
waited for his license to practice law in Jonesborough.

Today, the Rocky Mount frontier home is a
museum, complete with weaving cabin, blacksmith shop
and garden. Costumed interpreters give tours of the 
original main house and the other outbuildings, offering
guests a first-hand glimpse of what pioneer life was like
over two centuries ago.

Also on the Rocky Mount property is the
Massengill Museum of Overmountain History, which
features a period room with common items of pioneer
life, such as homemade tools, pottery, clothing and a
wagon that were all used over 200 years ago.

Rocky Mount is open to the public and hosts
several events throughout the year. “Wooly Day” is a day
of sheep shearing and herding, and in the summer, 
families are invited to experience an eighteenth-century
wedding.

The Tipton Haynes State Historical Site was
built by John Tipton, a member of the 1776
Constitutional Convention. It was restored to the style
when it was the home of Landon Carter Haynes, a
Confederate Senator. Enjoy a museum, gift shop,
limestone cave, nature trails, and herb garden. 

If you have a love of the theater, Johnson City
and the surrounding area is the place to be. With 
theaters that date back to the ‘20s and ‘30s, viewers
appreciate quality productions in authentic 
establishments.

The Johnson City Community Theater is one
of Tennessee's oldest community theaters, founded
April 19, 1924. Since then, it has consistently 
produced dramas, mysteries and musical comedies for
the public's enjoyment. The Johnson City Community
Theater boasts an unbroken record of consecutive
performances spanned over 75 years, even hosting
events during the Great Depression and two 
world wars. 

The Jonesborough Repertory Theater (JRT)
values live theater as a way to provide uplifting and 
enriching experiences to the community. JRT also 
celebrates education, offering drama classes to young
adults preparing for college theater and to actors 
pursuing a career in the professional world of theater.
There are also classes for children ages K-12 that teach
acting, drama and musical theater, and playwriting 
and storytelling.

Some other great places to experience live 
theater productions in the area are ETSU's Division of
Theater and Milligan College's Theater for Young
Audiences. Both of these seek to educate and prepare
students in the world of professional theater through
the performance of memorable productions for the
community. Milligan College helps spark imagination
and literary skills in local children through the
productions of the Theater for Young Children, and
Milligan students benefit from entertaining the
children.

Since 2004, the Niswonger Performing Arts
Center (NPAC) in Greeneville has hosted events for
the community’s enjoyment. NPAC was originally
intended to be the Greeneville High School 
auditorium until a group of local businessman proposed
the idea of a community performing arts center to 
benefit children and adults alike. Today, NPAC 
continues to broaden art and cultural development of
residents of Greeneville and surrounding communities

The oldest original territorial capitol still standing, Rocky
Mount plays an important role in our area’s rich heritage. 

Historical  Landmarks

The Show Must Go On

Photo courtesy:Rocky Mount
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through theater productions and music concerts. 
Bristol’s Theater Group owns the

Paramount Center for Arts located on State Street
in downtown Bristol. Built in 1931 and situated on
the line dividing Tennessee and Virginia, the
Paramount Center still hosts many community
events today, from Broadway shows to band
concerts to ballet. Restoration of the Paramount
began in the 80s, and the theater, its marquees, and
the two-story high sign bearing the theater’s name
are now as magnificent as they ever were. The
Paramount is truly a center for the arts and home
to several local organizations, such as the Piedmont
Theatre Organ Society, the Bristol Ballet Company
and the Bristol Concert Choir.

Lastly, the Barter Theatre, located in
Abingdon, VA, was established during the
Depression and got its name from community
members “bartering” their way into shows, offering
vegetables, dairy products and even livestock as
payment. Barter still produces shows today, often
two or three different plays throughout the day,
although nowadays payment is limited to cash,
check or credit card.

So buy a ticket and come experience
one of the area’s theaters. Make it a date, a
family affair, or a group event. With
productions to suit everyone’s taste, you’re

The most important archeological find in Tennessee is just
outside Johnson City at the Gray Fossil Site and Museum.
Photo courtesy: ETSU Photo Lab
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Beautification projects are common during the spring in
downtown Johnson City.

Age Percent
Under 18 17

18-24 14
25-34 14.4
35-49 22.1

50 & Up 32.5
Median Age 39.2

2005 Age Distribution
Washington County

Source:  FTDD Census Bureau

Per Capita Income Growth

Washington County: $25,068 (2001) $26,827 (2004)

MSA: $23,473 (2001) $24,847 (2004)

2007 First Quarter Cost of Living Index 87.8
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis

Taxable Property (Total Assessed Value)*

County 2005 2006 Number Change % Increase 

Washington County $1,963,946,907 $2,023,818,229 $59,871,332 3.4%

Sullivan County $2,700,994,443 $2,764,407,449 $63,413,006 2.3%

Carter County $335,756,025 $459,798,850   $124,042,825 37.0%

Hawkins County $628,312,411 $700,136,593 $9,495,706 11.3%

Unicoi County $196,113,303 $202,036,903   $5,923,600 3.2%

*Reported by each county tax assessor’s office in 4/04. Includes only residential property taxed at 25% of assessed value, 
and industrial property assessed at 40%.

Photo courtesy: City of Johnson City
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Date MSA Washington Johnson City 
County

2000 480,091 107,198 55,469
2004 487,300 111,600 57,800
2005 490,235 112,507 58,658
2006 504,942 114,316 58,718

Population Characteristics

Source: FTDD Census Bureau

Per $100 of taxable value. By Tennessee law, commercial
property is taxed at 40% of assessed value. Residential 
property is taxed at 25% of assessed value. Source: Reported
by individual city/county.   

Current Actual Tax Rates Top Employers:
Johnson City/Washington County

Mountain States Health Alliance 3,541

East Tennessee State University 1,990

Citi Cards 1,700

Washington County School System 1,275

James H. Quillen VA Center 1,259

American Water Heater Group 1,194

AT&T Wireless 895

Johnson City School System 851

City of Johnson City 843

Advanced Call Center Technologies 600

Wyndham Vacation Resorts 510

Frontier Health 500

Kennametal, Inc. 450

TPI Corporation 400

Tarkett, Inc. 380

Embarq Customer Solutions Center 358

White's Fresh Foods 334

Alemite Corporation 325

Epic Technologies 315

IJ Distributors 300

Source: As reported by individual company.

Washington County $2.50
Johnson City $1.93
City & County Total $4.28
Sullivan County $2.53
Kingsport $2.26
City & County Total $4.79
Sullivan County $2.53
Bristol $2.30
City & County Total $4.83
Carter County $2.10
Elizabethton $1.78
City & County Total $3.88
Unicoi County $2.49
Erwin $1.15
City & County Total $3.64
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2006 Non-Agricultural 
Employment by Group

Selected Group MSA
Employment 

Manufacturing 10,700 

Goods Producing 13,700  

Transport/Comm/Utilities  15,200 
(Wholesale and Retail)

Financial Activities 4,300

Professional & Business Services 9,600

Government 15,900

Education & Health 11,400

Source: TN Labor Market Report 1/07

Johnson City/Kingsport/Bristol 
Metropolitan Statistical Area 

A Comparison of the Johnson City/Kingsport/Bristol MSA
and Selected MSAs for 2004

MSA Population Households Total EBI Median Total
($000) Household EBI Retail Sales ($000)

Johnson City, TN 490,300 206,900 $8,273,796 $31,217 $6,641,906

Knoxville, TN 817,500 338,200 $15,768,345 $35,332 $16,169,002

Asheville, NC 417,400 176,300 $7,353,253 $33,857 $6,009,564

Roanoke, VA 292,400 122,700 $5,459,965 $35,900 $5,481,540

Chattanooga, TN 649,500 260,300 $11,703,214 $34,911 $8,876,401
Source: Sales & Marketing Magazine, Survey of Buying Power, August 2005.

Downtown Shopping in Jonesborough at Christmas is a
unique experience. Photo: Fresh Air Photo
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Building Permits: City of Johnson City

Date Commercial Residential Total 

2000 $85,569,120 $32,463,760 $118,032,880

2001 $46,220,387 $37,122,143 $83,342,530

2002 $38,490,121 $47,941,918 $86,432,039

2003 $51,822,567 $71,165,755 $122,988,833

2004 $62,078,055 $86,209,379 $151,287,434

2005 $96,797,160 $90,357,244 $187,154,404

2006 $107,723,044 $85,719,093 $193,442,137
Commercial: New, repair/additions, office/schools, signs, excavation/demolitions, and churches. Residential: New, repair/additions,

swimming pools, mobile homes, residential demolitions. Source: City of Johnson City Building Division 2/07

Labor Force

County 2005 2006 Unemployment
Rate 12/02

Washington 57,850 61,280 4.9%

Sullivan 71,570 73,600 4.3%

Carter 29,040 30,620 5.6%

Hawkins 25,240 25,890 6.2%

Unicoi 8,330 8,880 6.2%

Virginia 44,180 43,850 6.2%
Portion

MSA 236,210 244,120 4.1%

Source: TN Department of Employment Security 1/07

With a forward 
thinking approach

1212 N. Eastman Rd. • Kingsport, TN 37664 • (423) 378-8800  
1321 Sunset Drive • Building B, Ste. 201 • Johnson City, TN • (423) 283-6300

www.hsdlaw.com

A corporate 

practice law firm 

concentrating in 

the areas of 

healthcare, 

banking, mergers 

and acquisitions, 

commercial and 

defense litigation, 

and employment 

and labor relations. 
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County City Population Households Median Total Effective Retail 
12/04 (000) Household Buying Income Sales ($000)

EBI

Carter 59,700  25,100  $28,024 $854,148 $370,564 
Hawkins 55,600  23,200  $30,968 $866,723  $344,236 
Sullivan 153,500  64,700  $32,961 $2,789,833  $2,327,507

Bristol 24,700  10,700 $29,678 $431,080  $633,678
Kingsport 44,300  19,600  $29,977 $853,825  $1,044,572 

Unicoi 17,800  7,700  $29,288 $265,895 $102,009
Washington 111,600  46,700  $32,960 $2,049,776  $1,887,338  

Johnson City 57,800  25,000 $30,378 $1,104,021  $1,506,129

Bristol City 17,200  7,800  $27,848  $274,010 $647,738
Scott 23,100 9,900 $26,684 $313,968  $183,997
Washington 51,800  21,800  $31,075 $856,468  $778,757
MSA 490,300 206,900  $31,217 $8,273,796  $6,641,906

Johnson City/Kingsport/Bristol, TN/VA
Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)

Source: Sales & Marketing Magazine, Survey of Buying Power, August 2005.
Note: Effective Buying Income (EBI) is money income less personal tax and nontax payments. 

It is commonly known as "disposable" or "after tax" income. 

Average Annual Temperature
Summer 76 Degrees
Winter 41 Degrees

Precipitation
41 Inches

Mean Number of Days
Clear - 66

Partly Sunny - 123
Cloudy - 176

Season Average Snowfall
5 months - 16 inches

Altitude
1525 feet above sea level

Climate

Freedom Hall Civic Center in Johnson City is home to many
concerts and events.

Tennessee

Virginia 

Photo: City of Johnson City
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2005 Economic Growth Population

County 2005 2006 #Change 1-Year %
2004-2005 Change

Tennessee

Washington County 107,198 112,507 5.309 5.0

Sullivan County 153,048 152,716 -332 -.2

Carter County 56,742 58,865 2,123 3.7

Hawkins County 53,563 56,196 2,633 4.9

Unicoi County 17,667 17,572 -95 -.5

Source: Sales & Marketing Magazine; Survey of Buying Power, August 2004.

A colorful selection of pumpkins are on display to purchase at a local farmhouse. Photo: Fresh Air Photo




